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In America the progress of printing was very
slow throughout the seventeenth century. Until
1660, Samuel Green, at Cambridge, Massachusetts,
remained the only printer in the colony. But in
that year the Corporation for the propagation of
the Gospel in New England among the Indians
sent over from London another press, a large supply
of good letter, and a printer named Marmaduke
Johnson, for the purpose of printing an edition of
the Bible in the Indian tongue. This press was
set up in the same building as that in which Green
was already at work, and the two printers seem
to have worked together at the production of the
Bible, which appeared in quarto form in 1663, the
New Testament having been published two years
earlier. Johnson died in the year 1675, but Samuel
Green continued to print until 1702. After his
death the press at Cambridge was silent for some
years.

In 1675 a press was established at Boston by
John Foster, a graduate of Harvard College, under
a licence from the College. Besides the official
work of the colony and theological literature, he
printed several pamphlets on the war between the
English and the Indians. He died in 1681, when
he was succeeded by Samuel Green, junior, who con-
tinued printing there until 1690. In the following
year three printers' names are found in the im-
prints of books : R. Pierce, Benjamin Harris, and
John Allen. Benjamin Harris is afterwards called